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Grand Knights Report: 
Brother Knights, 

I read an article in the January 2020 issue of the Columbian entitled “A Passionate Pioneer 

Remembered”.  Born in east Texas in 1927 to a schoolteacher and a Methodist minister, Dr. 

M.  Jefferson had an early interest in medicine and was an academic prodigy, graduating 

from high school at age 15, Texas College at 18 and being too young to enter medical 

school, she earned a Master’s Degree in biology at Tufts University and was admitted to 

Harvard Medical School at the age of 20.  Quite an accomplishment, but it wasn’t easy.  

You see, Jefferson’s first name was Mildred.  Yes, she was a woman, a black woman, who 

grew up in the segregated South.  She fought racism and sexism, becoming the first African 

American woman to be accepted to Harvard Medical School, the first woman of any race to 

complete a surgical rotation at Boston City Hospital, and the first female surgeon at the 

Boston University Medical Center. 

An ardent pro-life advocate, she was asked one time how long she had been involved in the 

Pro-Life Movement.  Her response was “Since before the beginning.”  Her pro-life work 

began in the late 1960s.  In 1970 the local chapter of the American Medical Association 

was preparing a resolution in favor of abortion rights and she was asked by a fellow doctor 

if she would sign a petition against the resolution.  This question led her to joining the 

growing movement to oppose abortion laws and she helped found the Massachusetts 

Citizens for Life.  Dr. Jefferson also was a co-founder of the National Right to Life 

Committee, serving three terms as its president.  In 1976, Dr. Jefferson addressed the 94th 

Knights of Columbus Supreme Convention.  In her remarks she said, “Abortion on demand 

is not merely ‘the right to choose’.  The demand is ‘the right to choose’ to kill an unborn 

child and pay some doctor to do it.  In a sound society, there are choices which we must 

agree not to make and not to allow.” 

Numerous awards and honorary degrees were bestowed on Dr. Jefferson for her tireless 

defense of the unborn and she was able to change hearts and minds with her persuasion, 

intellect and eloquence.  After she appeared on a television panel in 1972, one of her 

converts wrote: “Several years ago I was faced with the issue of whether to sign a 

California abortion bill. … I must confess to never having given the matter of abortion any 

serious thought until that time.  No other issue since I have been in office has caused me to 

do so much study and soul-searching. … I wish I could have heard your views before our 

legislation was passed.  You made it irrefutably clear that an abortion is the taking of a 

human life.  I’m grateful to you.”  This letter was written by then-Governor Ronald Reagan 

of California. 

The diversity of the pro-life movement was personified by Dr. Jefferson.  “The pro-life 

movement is the people’s movement,” she said.  “We come rich and poor, proud and plain, 

religious and agnostic, politically committed and independent.  We can only agree on our 

respect for life and our determination to defend the right to life.”  Brother Jason Castor 

traveled to Washington, DC this year to participate in the March for Life and he reiterated 

this statement.  He said some of the people he met on the walk included an atheist, LGBT, a 

drag queen, mothers, fathers, sons, daughters, brothers and sisters. 

Pro-life is not a socio-economic issue, a political issue, a religious issue, a race issue, or a 

sex issue, it is a humanitarian issue.  We need to be a member of the Culture for Life, not 

the Culture of Death. 

Vivat Jesu! 

Jim Spurgin 
Grand Knight 
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Calendar: 

‘February’ Communion Service 11 Deacon Jerry  ‘7:00 PM DMC 

 General Meeting 11 Jim Spurgin ‘7:30 PM GPC 

 Valentine’s Day Dinner 14 Jason Castor ‘6 PM GPC 

 Life Teen Dinner 16 Bob Irwin ‘7 PM GPC 

 Fish Fry 28 Jim Doll / John Christiansen ‘3 PM DR 

      

‘March’ Bow Tie Sunday 1 K of C ‘9 AM Mass SSM 

 Fish Fry 6 Jim Doll / John Christiansen ‘3 PM DR 

 1st Saturday Rosary 7 Bob Irwin ‘7:30 AM DMC 

 Officer Meeting 7 Jim Spurgin ‘8 AM GPC 

 Communion Service 10 Deacon Jerry ‘7 PM DMC 

 General Meeting 10 Jim Spurgin ‘7:30 PM GPC 

 Fish Fry 13 Jim Doll / John Christiansen ‘3 PM DR 

 Life Teen Dinner 15 Bob Irwin ‘7 PM GPC 

 Fish Fry 20 Jim Doll / John Christiansen ‘3 PM’ DR 

 Fish Fry 27 Jim Doll / John Christiansen ‘3 PM DR 

      

‘April’ Fish Fry 3 Jim Doll / John Christiansen ‘3 PM DR 

 1st Saturday Rosary 4 Bob Irwin ‘7:30 AM DMC 

 Blood Drive 4 Jason Castor ‘7:00 AM – Noon DR 

 Officer Meeting 4 Jim Spurgin ‘8 AM GPC 

 Communion Service 10 Deacon Jerry ‘7 PM DMC 

 General Meeting 10 Jim Spurgin ‘7:30 PM GPC 

 Exemplification Ceremony 19 Hank Hardy ‘2 PM (1 PM Setup) GPC 

 Life Teen Dinner 19 Bob Irwin ‘7 PM GPC 

Please notify Scott Napierala with any activities at napierala@cox.net 

 

 

 

  

Vocations 

Please note the following Vocations-related activities: 

- Holy Hour for Vocations – Thursday evenings, 8 to 9 PM, Daily Mass Chapel 

Please remember to pray daily for the following intentions: 

 An increase in vocations to the priesthood and religious life, especially additional vocations from our 

parish. 

 The priests, deacons and religious of our Archdiocese, remembering especially those who are ill and those 

who have retired. 

 Our young men and women that Our Lord would continue to bless and guide them as they discern their 

religious vocations. 

 Our men who are in the formation process to become ordained permanent deacons, that the Holy Spirit 

will guide them on their journey. 

Food Pantry Drive 
Help us fill the shelves of our pantry.  Items needed: 

Canned Chicken        Spam 

White and brown rice        Pancake Mix and Syrup 

Peanut Butter         Grape jelly 

Rice-a-Roni         Box Mashed Potato 

Canned Fruit         Apple Sauce 

Thank you for your support. 
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News you can use! 

Welcome Weekend:  The next Welcome Weekend for the men of the parish is being held 

the weekend of 14 and 15 March.  Welcome is a weekend experience given by 

parishioners who have previously attended Welcome at our parish. Don't let the name 

confuse you! Welcome is for ALL parishioners at least 18 years of age, not just new parishioners!  Whether you 

want to connect with others in the parish, improve your prayer life, or just take a break from the craziness of your 

every day to have fun, you will find what you are looking for—and more.  For more information, please follow 

links for Adult Formation on the parish website. 

TMIY:  We’re wrapping up the Fall Semester of That Man Is You just before Christmas.  If 

you haven’t participated, our new semester will be starting in January with sessions led by Fr 

Dave Pivonka, John Pridmore and many more.  If it’s been a while, please come join us again.  

Sessions are every Friday at 5:45 AM and done by 7 AM so that you can make it to work. 

Father Michael McGivney’s Cause for Canonization:  As the cause for our founder’s Canonization continues to 

march forward, please continue to pray for the cause: 

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Father 

Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of 

their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 

fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your 

servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and 

the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth 

according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your 

request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

More information can be found at WWW.FATHERMCGIVNEY.ORG 

  

https://stephen.org/adult-faith-formation/
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/en/index.html


Nebraska Legislature 101 Workshop 

How Does a Bill Become a Law? 

Our HANDS-ON workshop will teach and inspire you to be involved: 
 The Legislative process from citizen idea > research > draft > hearing > floor debates > signed into 

law by the Governor 

 The Unicameral and the meaning of the ‘Second House’ being the power of the people working 
together 

 A state wide group of citizens who will work with and positively influence our state legislature to pass 
laws based on Biblical Values 

 To help pass more pro-life legislation like LB814, End Dismemberment Abortion 

Date:  Saturday, February 15, 2020 (light refreshments included) 

Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. (networking starts at 9:45 p.m.) 

Location: St. Gerald’s Parish Hall, 9602 Q Street, Omaha, NE 68127 

Speaker: Senator Lou Ann Linehan - “Understanding the Legislative Process” 

Other speakers on Salt & Light Council and for Petition on 35% real property 
tax rebate (Constitutional Amendment) 

FREE! A free will donation will be taken at the end of the workshop 

Call Either Sponsor to Register 
 

 
 

“The salvation of the state is the watchfulness of the citizen” 
 

NEBRASKANS EMBRACING LIFE 
Toni Buckler, 402-399-0299 
143 S. 38th Street, Ste. B, Omaha, NE 
68131 
www.nebraskansembracinglife.org 
engage@nebranskansembracinglife.org 

NEBRASKANS FOR FOUNDERS’ VALUES 
Mark Bonkiewicz, 402-490-8612 
PO Box 475, Boys Town, NE 68022 
www.n_v.org 
markb@dynamicconsulting.net 

mailto:markb@dynamicconsulting.net

